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	RECORD OF A PUBLIC CONSULTATION
FLOOD/ROADS/FLORA/FAUNA
HELD ON THURSDAY 29 FEBRUARY 2024



GENERAL

Chair of Parish Council (PC) welcomed over 20 members of the public along with all PC Councillors and 2 Ward Councillors from East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) and went on to outline why the consultation had been arranged, which was to elicit residents’ views about the inter-related issues of flooding, grass cutting, impact on pollinators and state of the roads and drains within boundaries. During the Consultation it was briefed that this was a complex issue because flood abatement, road repairs, drainage clearance, grass cutting and managing flora/fauna involved numerous agencies with responsibilities e.g. riparian landowners, PC, ERYC [Highways, Street scene, grass contract, Flood Risk Management], Independent Drainage Board, Yorkshire Water (YW), Warter Estates (WEst), other PCs, 3rd parties responsible for working on utilities conduits etc. The PC outlined its responsibility to manage competing tasks of road safety, village husbandry and infrastructure maintenance. PC Chair also outlined a recent meeting she arranged with WEst about measures to alleviate flooding and PC acknowledged past ERYC support in roads resurfacing, Village Taskforce[footnoteRef:1] (VT) works & flood risk management in the past. It was also reiterated this year had seen exceptional rainfall and that even in normal years a certain degree of water ingress had to be realistically expected/tolerated.  [1:  Used to be called Street Scene. ] 


FLOODING

In summary, WEst:

· Proposed to do nothing regarding the ditch in Bratt Wood as they believe it acts as a dam slowing water & dredging it would simply accelerate water flow into Hessey Farm & the village.
· They currently had no plans to do anything about slowing water flow in the Carriage Drive area.
· For Butt Lane, they believed a drain exists from White Farm to Low Farm but there is a clear surplus of run off not being carried by such a drain, leading to flooding of Church Lane.

Public discussion raised the following for further action/consideration:

· PC should further lobby WEst to take measures to slow/retain water flow in the Carriage Drive area and consider returning drainage channel, which had historically been straightened, back to its original course, which would, introduce bends to slow flow; dropping the side of straightened beck at a point to allow excess water to flow into historic meandering course thereby reducing water egress into village.
· ERYC requested to clear drains opposite Hessey Farm, Town Street, at the bottom of Nunburnholme Hill, on Back Lane near its junction with Nunburnholme Hill, Butt Lane and the south side of Church Lane from 'The Cottage' to opposite Apple Tree House and monitor for effective clearing on a scheduled basis every year. ERYC should be requested to take responsibility for dealing with any other responsible 3rd parties e.g. cabling works where such work may damage drains. 
· The drain opposite “The Cottage” should also be checked to ensure it is both cleared and on the ERYC map for routine clearance; it needs major repair/intervention/clearing. There were also concerns raised about flooding around Appletree House [Afternote: after the meeting PC Chair spoke with residents Appletree and Cottage and there is also an issue with standing water not draining effectively off Church Lane around a field entrance of Brook Farm].
· PC remind Riparian Landowners of responsibilities and request they do what they can to alleviate run off from their land and to reduce runoff carrying sediment into drains.
· PC to consider flood warning signs, establishing volunteer residents flood wardens to place signs and purchasing further signs instructing passing traffic to slow down to avoid causing wash and to keep off grass verges, both of which make matters worse.
· PC to consider joining Flood Working Group established by Burnby, Hayton and Bielby PCs to manage Beck and provide increased lobbying power to WEst. 
· PC to liaise with ERYC, Riparian Landowners and YW to map all drains and agree who is responsible to maintain each one. This map should then be made public on the PC Website. 
· PC separately raised Kilnwick Percy flooding and road repair concerns to ERYC; letter below. 

ROADS

The state of Nunburnholme Hill road and Warter road had long been an issue and repairs repeatedly requested through Village Task Force; while a lot of patching had subsequently taken place, this was now a dangerous patchwork of surfaces, potholes etc. Ward Councillor briefed more remedial works were due to start 4 March. 
· PC to monitor and pursue any further action on Nunburnholme Hill.
· PC to assess village verges and request ERYC remedial repairs as necessary. 

GRASS CUTTING/VILLAGE HUSBANDRY

There was discussion about the overgrowth of plants in the Beck, especially by the bridge, where the village green and visitor and recreation focus is. The expense of clearing the Beck was mentioned along with the challenges of using any machinery in boggy areas as well as the need to maintain some vegetation to reinforce banks and to help slow water flow. 
· Whilst acknowledging a need to present a tidy village, consensus appeared to favour not doing any significant clearance in the Beck.

Concerns were also raised about how the grass cutting contract with ERYC was implemented within village boundaries and beyond and detrimental impact upon flora and fauna; the extent of cutting as well as the use of glyphosate weedkiller was discussed. This has again been a long running concern. The current contract standards were outlined along with the ERYC policy for cutting beyond village boundaries and a map of the current areas for cutting within village boundaries was displayed. ERYC were also I the process of reviewing their overall policy on grass cutting, which had been the subject of a recent Western Parishes Liaison Meeting chaired by a Ward Councillor. Public discussion raised the following for further action/consideration:

· PC to discuss policy and actively participate in ERYC review for future policy; particularly lobby for a “No Mow May” policy to protect pollinators. Alternative to the use of glyphosates should also be encouraged although the practical and cost constraints of this were acknowledged. 
· PC should monitor health and safety standards of ERYC when doing grass cutting as it was considered they sometime took short cuts although Ward Councillors reiterated their teams are trained, equipped, and briefed.
· PC to lobby for grass cutting beyond village boundaries not to exceed 1.5 meters depth and for cutting within village boundaries to be strictly according to current map. 
· PC consider Ward Councillors suggestion to adopt an approach like East Cottingwith where a village grass is cut contractually once per year and the rest of the time husbandry is managed by the village; Ward Councillor could provide a point of contact to research this with.
· Cutting back the borders of the paths in the village was also discussed; this was no longer carried out by Highways routinely and the only option is to use the Community Pay Back scheme to do this work. There was no clear consensus of support or objection for this so PC will simply keep it under review. 


Nunburnholm with Kilnwick Percy Parish Council (NBwKP PC) 
c/o Clerk to the Council: nunburnholmewithkilnwickpercy@outlook.com 

Action: East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) [By email: xxxxxxxxxxx  ]	

Information: Representative Ward Councillors x 2				08 February 2023 [sic]

FLOOD DAMAGE AND LIMITATION – MILLINGTON LANE, KILNWICK PERCY (KP)

Reference: ERYC Community “Marketplace” at Burnby Hall on 24 January 2024.

KP recently endured flooding way beyond that experienced in previous years to the extent:

· Two residential properties suffered severe damage necessitating extensive structural and furniture/fittings remedial action through insurers as well as seriously eroding and scouring 2 private roads within KP.

· Flood damage on Millington Lane itself has raised concerns about road safety.

· The B1246 continues to suffer pooling in a dip in the road and run off inundates a property “The Paddocks”; although previous ERYC intervention has improved flooding it has not entirely solved it. 

At Reference A we had a very helpful chat with Mr John Hannah, amongst others from ERYC Highways and Flood Management, who gave us great advice on many queries and concerns; it was clear flooding in one property was an issue for the Resident and adjacent landowner, but others were more complex. 

Mr Hannah suggested we contact you in the first instance about our remaining concerns as follows: 

· A cause, or contributary cause, of a 2nd property in KP flooding seemed run off from Millington Lane. Some years ago this was also an issue for 2 of the 3 entrances to KP off Millington Lane and, we are led to believe, ERYC placed small berms (look like speed bumps) across these 2, to direct water down the lane rather than into KP and we wondered if it was possible to consider doing the same across the 3rd entrance (shown in black circle on map below). We think this would better protect the 2nd property and avoid any future damage to private roads.

· The water scouring and erosion along Millington Lane (yellow highlighting on the map below) is, in our opinion, a road safety issue. Ruts on the roadside are deep and the verges soft. It was mooted at Reference A that infilling with “planings” may offer a solution. In addition, edges of the road are crumbling further with significant potholes appearing that can’t be avoided, especially in the rain or in the dark. It would be appreciated if repairs could be considered (locations shown in red numbers 1-3 on map below). Images of flooding and resulting damage are also below. 

· We wonder if previous remedial work carried out on the B1246 could be reviewed to see if the continued pooling of flood water could be further improved and flood run off into the property “The Paddocks” abated (shown in blue circle on map below), we believe there may be an outstanding ticket for the Gulleys to be serviced on Kilnwick Hill.

We can send iPhone clips of some of the flood water flows; if you would like these, please contact me directly (email below). I would also be happy to accompany anyone on a site visit if you feel that would be helpful - as I work from home, I am very flexibly available, given notice. We look forward to hearing back.
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